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How Dogs Learn:  Dogs learn from the consequences of their actions. Whether or not the consequences are positive or negative the dog always learns something.  As we are their guardians we need to teach them what are socially acceptable behaviors and what are not.  If dogs are left to their own devices they will still learn many, many things.  Probably not the kinds of things, however, that will bring peace into your household. So 100% management from us as their guardians must be consistent.  Food as payment is a great way to teach new behaviors or cues to your dog.  These can be phased out as the dog really gets the hang of what we are asking him to do and responds accordingly.  Any reward is a good reward so if your dog isn't food motivated how about trying a favorite toy, or just physical attention is enough for many dogs to want to continue to give us that good behavior over and over.  Dogs also learn from other dogs. We may want to keep an eye on the company our Fido keeps. 
Healthy pets:  Your pups should be up to date on all required vaccines; Rabies (this is required by law), DHLPP (DHLPP stands for Distemper, Hepatitis (CAV-2), Leptospirosis, Parainfluenza, Parvovirus (combined canine vaccine), Bordetella Vaccine (upper respiratory diseases), CIV is the Canine Influenza Vaccine.  Canine influenza has made its way into Ohio so this would be a good vaccine to catch up on.  Fecal testing:  Tests your dog's poop for parasites.  Heartworm test: tests for heartworms.  This is very important as heartworm is spread through mosquitoes and can be deadly without treatment.
Body Language:  A dog's body language is one way he communicates with us.  Pay close attention to your pet, especially when he is in a new situation or meeting new people, and always around your children. We want to see loose wiggly bodies or very neutral relaxed body positions. Tight bodies, growling, showing teeth, big whale eyes or raised fur on the neck and back are definitely telling us he is not comfortable with whatever is going on at that time.
Socialization: One of the most valuable lessons you can teach your puppy is that the world is a safe place, with kind humans and friendly dogs and other animals. The act of exposing your puppy to the world is called socialization. Many puppy owners have heard that this is important but really don’t know how to go about doing it correctly. If you do it right, you’ll help your puppy grow up to be confident and outgoing. If it’s done wrong, you can inadvertently create a frightened, aggressive puppy.   Puppies should be exposed to all different manner of people, places and things.  Invite different people over to your home to meet the puppy.  Invite people of all different types, shapes, sizes, colorful personalities to quite friends.  Invite children - they should always be monitored and managed to ensure the puppy enjoys being with them and therefore does not develop a fear of children.  Play pass the puppy, this is where each person holds the puppy in a comfortable position and gives the pup a kibble or small treat and affection, then passes to the next person in line until pup comes back to the owner.  
Unfortunately all socialization is not necessarily good socialization. Bad experiences at an early age can make negative impressions for years to come. Sometimes, certain situations are just too much for your puppy. If he is having a good time, he will look the part. His ears will be up, his eyes will be bright, and he may wag his tail or whole body and actively seek interaction. If your puppy is not enjoying himself, learning to recognize his signs of stress will help you avoid causing emotional harm: cowering or clinging, ears down and back, lip licking, tail tucking, avoidance or turning the head or body away from people who approach, yawning and whale eyes where his eyes are very wide open in an almost fearful gesture.
Bite inhibition:  All puppies bite and nip, we want our pups to have what we like to call a "soft mouth" where the mouthing is only touching skin (or whatever object) but not using pressure as if to bite down.  This is good not only to save our fingers and hands when holding the pup but also when feeding treats or kibble out of hand. If your puppy bites hard the best thing you can do is to remove yourself from the situation.  Get up and walk away, the game has just stopped there. Give a few seconds to a minute and you can try again.  Always offer the pup an alternative chew toy when they start biting, such as a rope toy, nylabone, or any toy that they enjoy.
Bad behaviors to avoid in a growing dog:  We want our puppies to grow into fun, caring and socially acceptable dogs.  So we will work on things with them such as housebreaking, crate training, biting, and jumping to name a few.  We will also be learning some basic obedience cues such as sit, down, and loose leash walking.
Homework:  Home training sessions should happen about 2-4 times per day for approximately 5-10 minutes each session.  The length of a session should only be as long as your puppy can show interest, so you may see that for your pup the sessions could last about 3 minutes each.  
